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York Rite Crusader 

Spring,  2015 

                   Governor General’s Message 

     Greetings – Well, here 
we are, with Spring in the 
air and the re-birth of our 
natural world all around us 
after a long hard winter for 
much of North America. 
We have celebrated the 
most important Holy Days 
of our Christian Calendar, 
Good Friday marking the 
Crucifixion of our Blessed 
Redeemer and Easter 
Sunday marking his 
Resurrection. These events 
lay at the very core of our 
beliefs. He Is Risen!  He is 
Risen Indeed!  Hallelujah!  
 
       In the yearly cycle of 

our York Rite Colleges we are also at the time of renewal with 
Annual Assemblies and the election and Installation of the 
Officers who will provide leadership in the coming year. Choose 
wisely and commit to support them for the fulfilment of our 
stated “Purposes” the strengthening of our beloved York Rite. 
As Companion Knights our mission is clear. I ask you to strive 
with me as we endeavor to make a difference. 
 
 As we approach the 58th General Assembly in Louisville, 
Kentucky, when the York Rite Sovereign College will take 
account of its-self, many Companion Knights are required to do 
their part. To successfully accomplish this it will require the 
College Secretaries timely filing of the College’s Annual Returns, 
the Grand Governors insuring their Official Visit Reports have 
been filed and their Annual Report is complete and in the hands 
of the Detroit office staff. Likewise we must have the 
cooperation of all Committee Chairmen completing their 
assignments and filing their reports. I sincerely appreciate all 
your efforts. 
 
 Our Host for the 58th General Assembly at the Galt House 
in Louisville, KY, R.E.D. J. William Riggs, Grand Governor of 
Kentucky and his Committee have labored long and hard to 
make this year’s program enjoyable for all. Program details and 
the Registration Form are found elsewhere in this edition. 
Assist the Host Committee by registering early. Companion 
Knights, I wrote in the Fall Crusader of Susan and my personal 
enjoyment of attendance at the General Assemblies of the York 
Rite Sovereign College of North America. On behalf of all the 
Sovereign College Officers, I extend our personal invitation to 

all Distinguished Brethren, and their Ladies, especially the 2014 
Stanton T. Brown Class of the Order of the Purple Cross of York 
to return to enjoy the wonderful fraternity found at our General 
Assemblies and again witness this Distinguished Order. 
Together, we will welcome the members of the 2015 Gerald A. 
Ford Class to new rank, title and privilege and a seat at our 
General Assemblies. 
 
 The York Rite Sovereign College Charitable Fund USA has 
included a donation envelope in this Crusader for your 
convenience. I hope you will make use of it to enable our 
continued support of its work. The York Rite Sovereign College 
Charitable Foundation of Canada encourages our Canadian 
Companion Knights to participate in the Athelstan Nobility by 
sending your donations to the Secretary at 5130 Elliott Sideroad, 
Midland, ON L4R 4K3.  Be assured, from personal experience, I 
know that our collective efforts are truly appreciated. 
 
 My wish for each of you is: Harmony in your relationships; 
Peace of mind in your daily journeys; safe travels and God’s 
blessings for you and yours and on all that you do.. 
 
 Susan and I look forward to greeting you in Louisville, 
Kentucky.  
  
Fraternally, 

   
KGCY, Governor General 
 

“Your own words are the bricks 
and mortar of the dreams you 
want to realize. Your words are the greatest power you 
have. The words you choose and their use establish the 
life you experience.” - Sonia Choquette – Author 

The York Rite Sovereign College  
of North America 

is pleased to announce that the  
2015 Order of the Purple Cross Class  

is named in honor of  
Most Preeminently Distinguished  

 Brother  Gerald A. Ford, Past Governor 
General  of  Colorado. 
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Governors!   

 
 Keep in mind that if your College would like to nominate 
your College Secretary for the Secretary of the Year Award, 
please request the nomination form from the Sovereign 
College Office or visit the website.  All nominations forms are 
due back in the Sovereign College Office by July 01, 2015. 

 Should your College Secretary become sick, or otherwise 
disabled, please delegate the responsibility to a pro-tem 
appointment to ENSURE compliance with Section 110 (A) page 
33  “Every York Rite College shall submit concurrently to the 
Secretary General of the York Rite Sovereign College of North 
America and to the Colleges Grand Governor its Annual 
Returns, Financial Report, Activities Report, and such other 
reports as may be required from time to time, in and on the 
forms specified, to be received in the Sovereign College Office 
no later than July 1 of each year.”  and Section 6 (I) page 18  “A 
nominee to receive the Order of the Purple Cross of York shall 
not have his nomination approved by the Board of Directors if 
the Annual Return and Financial obligation of the College of 
which he is a member are not received at the Office of the 
Secretary General by July 1 of that year. Failure to comply 
nullifies your OPC nominations. Please ensure that your 
college complies with all the above. 

York Rite Sovereign College 
Of North America 

500 Temple Avenue, Detroit, MI  48201 
Tel. (313) 833-1385 *  Fax (313) 833-7735 

E-mail: yrsc_na@yahoo.com 
Website www.yrscna.org 

Officers 2014/2016 

 David G. Walker .......................................... Governor General 

 James M. Patton ............................. Deputy Governor General 

 Blaine H. Simons ........................................ Chancellor General 

 Reese L. Harrison, Jr. .................................. Treasurer General 

 D. Allen Surratt ........................................... Secretary General 

 Rev. Robert J. Cave ........................................ Primate General 

 Rev. Ronald E. Wood, Jr. ................ Associate Primate General 

 David M. Dryer ............................................ Preceptor General 

 Kevin B. Sample. ......................................... Seneschal General 

 Jeffrey n. Nelson ............................................ Marshal General 

 W. Berry Rigdon ............................................. Sentinel General 

 Robert B. Malwitz ..............................  Grand Standard Bearer 

 Tom Janes ........................................................ Herald General 

 William P. Herlihy .......................................... Grand Herald 

 Jeffrey G. Burcham. ....................................... Grand Herald 

 Donald R. Pardo ............................................. Grand Herald 

  Steven C. Monrotus ......................................... Grand Organist 

PEACE BE  WITH YOU 

by Rev. Robert J. Cave 
 

     The most positive and transforming 

words ever spoken were those uttered 

by the Risen Lord to the disciples on 

that first Easter Day as they were 

assembled, lamenting the crucifixion 

of their beloved Jesus.  He said to 

them “Peace be with you.” 

     The Bible tells us that in the 

evening of the day the Lord arose the 

disciples were gathered together in a 

room that was locked.  They were overwhelmed with fear and a 

sense of loss and grief.  Then Jesus appeared among them and 

said “Peace be with you.”  After he showed them his pierced 

hands and side he again said, “Peace be with you.”  However, 

the disciple Thomas was not with at the time.  When told of what 

had transpired he was not inclined to believe that Jesus had risen.  

He wanted proof.  Eight days later the disciples were assembled 

again but this time Thomas was with them.  Again Jesus came to 

them in the closed room and said, “Peace be with you.”  Thomas 

then received the proof he desired. 

     Three times Jesus said to the disciples “Peace be with you.”  

They must have recalled the earlier incident in the farewell 

discourse of Jesus in John’s Gospel when he was speaking to 

them about his leaving them and he said, “Peace I leave with 

you.  My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to 

you.  Let not your heart be troubled neither let it be afraid.” 

     The peace which Jesus gave them was a special peace that 

only those who have faith in him can possess.  It was an inner 

peace that the world cannot give.  It was a transforming peace.  It 

was a peace they could possess even in the midst of the most 

cataclysmic existential situation that could befall them.  It was a 

peace that did not eliminate death or the threats made against 

them but took the fear out of it.  It was a peace that gave them 

hope and would enable them to start life fresh and new.  It was 

an inner peace that that gave them the assurance that God was 

victorious over death and everything else and that God was in 

charge.  And it was a peace that gave them the assurance that the 

Risen Christ would always be with them as he had promised at 

the end of Matthew’s Gospel when he said “And lo, I am with 

you always , even to the end of the age.”  How could they not 

have peace with this assurance? 

     The wonderful Good News is that the Risen Christ is saying 

to us, you and me, now, and to all who follow him, “Peace be 

with you.”  This transforming peace, this inner assurance, is the 

miracle and mystery of faith.  It is grace.  It is ours if we are 

willing to accept it.  Civilla Martin sums it up beautifully in her 

hymn, “His Eye Is on the Sparrow.”  She writes:  

 “Whenever I feel tempted, whenever clouds arise when songs 

give place to sighing, when hope within me dies, I draw closer to 

Him, from care He sets me free. His eye is on the sparrow, and 

yes, I know he watches over me.  I sing because I’m happy, I 

sing because I’m free,  I know his eye is on the sparrow, and I 

know he watches me.” 
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LEGISLATIVE CALL 

Louisville, Kentucky - 2015 
 

 The following 3 recommendations to change the Constitution 
and By-laws of the York Rite Sovereign College of North America 
were received by the Board of Directors and were approved to be 
referred to the Regents and Grand Governors with a 
recommendation for approval at their next Meeting on July 31, 
2015.  

 

1. To Amend Section 7, Paragraph A,  page 18 to add the  language 
that is underlined so that it reads  “A. For administrative purposes, 
the Governor General shall appoint Grand Governors, with the 
approval of the Board of Directors, whose duty it shall be to 
supervise the affairs of the York Rite Colleges in the States or 
Provinces for which they are appointed. Grand Governors shall be 
Regents Ex Officio of the York Rite Sovereign College of North 
America during their continuance in office. Grand Governors at 
Large and Deputy Grand Governors may be appointed by the 
Governor General, subject to the approval of the Board of 
Directors, in such cases as may be deemed expedient. Upon 
completion of a term of office as Grand Governor, past rank as 
"Past Grand Governor" may be designated by the Governor 
General, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors, for 
faithfully discharging the many duties and responsibilities as Grand 
Governor.”  

 

2. To Amend Section 7, Paragraph B, page 19 to delete the language 
that is in (parenthesis) and add the underlined language so that it 
reads  -  “B.   It shall be the duty of each Grand Governor to 
personally represent the Governor General (when visiting) and 
make Official Visits to the York Rite Colleges within his jurisdiction.  
Such visitations shall be made at least once a year, prior to May 
31st, and he shall inspect the work and ceremonies of each 
College, including paraphernalia, and give instruction as it may 
appear necessary.  He shall examine the records, minutes, and 
proceedings of the College and see that they are in proper form.  
He shall secure such statistical information upon said Colleges as 
may be needed to complete (his report) the Grand Governor 
Visitation Report.  The Grand Governor Visitation Report is to be 
filed within two (2) weeks of making the Official Visit. 

 

3. To Amend Section 7, Paragraph C, page 19 to delete the language 
that is in (parenthesis) and add the underlined language so that it 
reads  -   “C. Each Grand Governor shall make a (written report) 
Grand Governor Annual Report of said visitations to the Governor 
General and to the  YORK RITE SOVEREIGN COLLEGE OF 
NORTH AMERICA before May 31st.  (Such report) The Grand 
Annual Report is to be Included in the Proceedings and shall 
include details of the College’s floor work, initiative, attendance, 
and indicate any special functions which may have been held by 
any particular College.” 

58th GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
YORK RITE SOVEREIGN COLLEGE  

 

 The Companion Knights of Kentucky are gearing up for the 
58th General Assembly of the York Rite Sovereign College of 
North America to be held in Louisville, Kentucky on July 29th 
through August 2nd.  

 Our host hotel will be the GALT HOUSE HOTEL, located on 
the riverfront in downtown Louisville, featuring 1300 rooms, 
and 650 suites. Come early or stay late and enjoy the many 
sights and sounds of the Bluegrass State. Your Assembly 
headquarters is just three blocks north of FOURTH STREET 
LIVE, and only a short distance from the Louisville Slugger Bat 
Museum, the Frazier History Museum, the Muhammad Ali 
Center, the Evans Williams Museum, Peyton’s Glass Center, 
and the Historic Belle of Louisville, the oldest steam powered 
paddle wheeler in the United States. And if you are so inclined, 
Horseshoe Riverboat Casino is just a short 11 miles drive 
away. 

 On Thursday, July 30th our planned tour is a visit the 
Heaven Hill Heritage Center, and Barton 1792 Distillery. 
Where you will see, smell and “taste” the product for which 
Kentucky is famous for the world over. You will also get to 
enjoy lunch at the Old Talbott Tavern in beautiful Bardstown 
Kentucky, (voted the Most Beautiful Small Town in America in 
2012).  

 On Friday, July 31st, your tour will include a visit to Historic 
Churchill Downs and the Kentucky Derby Museum where the 
most exciting 2 minutes in sports takes place on the first 
Saturday of May each year. Then after a lunch of Green River 
style fish from Suburban Masonic Lodge Hall, (in their 96th year 
of serving the best fish in Louisville) you will visit the Louisville 
Slugger Bat Museum where you get to experience our national 
pastime from a very different perspective, and take home a 
unique souvenir.  

 Here are some choices for our members to consider as 
they plan their Jurisdictional Dinner for Thursday Night.  While 
here you can enjoy some of the finest dining without leaving 
the hotel at the Rivue on the 25th floor of the hotel, where you 
get to experience a panoramic view of the city as the 
restaurant rotates 360 degrees while you dine. Or, if steak is 
your fancy, visit Jeff Ruby’s Steakhouse on the ground floor of 
the hotel for some of the best New York style steaks that can 
be found. Thelma’s Deli, or Café Magnolia offer a more casual 
atmosphere for you and your guests. Or you can simply stroll 
Main Street, or Fourth Street for dozens of unique dining 
choices. If seafood is your fancy, Joe’s Crab Shack is located 
just below the hotel on River Road. If you are looking for a 
truly different experience, join the Kentucky delegation for an 
Ohio River Dinner Cruise abroad the Historic Belle of Louisville 
for a 2 hour dinner cruise.  

 Plenty of activities and excitement await you at the 58th 
General Assembly in Louisville Kentucky.   
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YORK RITE SOVEREIGN COLLEGE OF NORTH AMERICA 

58th GENERAL ASSEMBLY - LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 

JULY 30  - AUGUST 1, 2015 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Thursday July 30, 2015  

    All Day .............................. Order of the Purple Cross Rehearsal (cast only) .......... Walnut .................... Rivue/3rd Fl. 

    8:00 am -   5:00 pm ........... YRSC Office  (12:00 - 1:00 closed for lunch) .............  Dogwood ............... Rivue/3rd Fl.  

    9:00 am -   9:00 pm ........... Board of Directors’ Meeting (Business suit) ............... Holly ...................... Rivue/3rd Fl. 

 11:00 am -   6:00 pm ............ Registration .................................................................. GH Registration A/B ......... 3rd Fl. 

 12:00 pm -   5:00 pm ............ Hospitality Room ......................................................... TBA .................................... TBA 

   8:30 am -   5:00 pm …..Tour:   Heaven Hill Center/Distillery & Barton 1792 Distillery (Casual dress) ............. Main Lobby   

   5:00 pm .............................. Jurisdictional Dinners 

Immediately after Bd. Meeting…..Joint Meet YRSC Bd/US Charitable Trust. (Business suit) Holly ...................... Rivue/3rd Fl. 

Friday July 31, 2015 

     All Day ............................. Order of the Purple Cross Rehearsal (cast only) .......... Walnut .................... Rivue/3rd Fl. 

    7:00 am -   9:00 am ........... K.Y.C.H. Breakfast (Business suit) ............................. Cochran .................. Rivue/3rd Fl. 

    8:30 am -   5:00 pm ........... YRSC Office (12:00 - 1:00 closed for lunch) .............. Dogwood ................ Rivue/3rd Fl. 

    8:00 am -   5:00 pm ........... Hospitality Room ......................................................... TBA .................................... TBA  

    8:00 am -   6:00 pm ........... Registration .................................................................. GH Registration A/B . Rivue/3rd Fl. 

    8:00 am - 12:00 pm ........... Gr. Gov./Deputies Workshop (Business suit) .............. Daisy ......................Rivue/2nd Fl. 

    9:00 am -   3:00 pm ….. Tour:   Churchill Downs Museum/Louisville Slugger Museum (Casual dress) ............. Main Lobby 

 12:00 pm -   1:00 pm ............ Men’s Luncheon (Business suit) .................................. Cochran .................. Rivue/3rd Fl. 

   1:30 pm -  ........................... Regents’ & Gr. Governors’  Meeting (Business suit) .. Archibald ............... Rivue/3rd Fl. 

Immediately after Reg./Gr.Gov. .. General Assembly (Business suit) ...............................  Archibald .............. Rivue/3rd Fl. 

   3:00 pm -   5:30 pm ............ Candidate Orientation (Casual dress) .......................... Willow ................... Rivue/3rd Fl. 

Immediately after Gen.Assem.  ... U.S. Charitable Fund Meeting (Business suit) ............. Archibald ............... Rivue/3rd Fl. 

   4:00 pm -   5.00 pm ............ Charitable Found.of Canada Meeting (Business suit)  Jasmine ...................Rivue/2nd Fl. 

   6:00 pm  -  7:00 pm ............ Social Hour .................................................................. Arch Cochran Foyer .. Rivue/3rd Fl. 

   7:00 pm - 10:00 pm   .......... Associate Regent Dinner/Meeting (Business suit) ....... Cochran .................  Rivue/3rd Fl.  

   8:00 pm -   9:30 pm ............ Ladies Entertainment  .................................................. Daisy ......................Rivue/2nd Fl. 

Saturday August 1, 2015- (Tuxedo all day) 

   All Day ............................... Order of the Purple Cross Rehearsal (cast only) .......... Walnut .................... Rivue/3rd Fl. 

     7:00 am -    8:30 am ........... Candidates Breakfast ................................................... Cochran .................. Rivue/3rd Fl. 

   8:00 am -    2:30 pm ........... YRSC Office (11:30 - 1:30 closed for lunch) .............. Dogwood ................ Rivue/3rd Fl. 

   8:00 am -    4:00 pm ........... Hospitality Room ......................................................... TBA .................................... TBA 

   8:00 am -    1:30 pm ........... Registration .................................................................. GH Registration A/B .. Rivue/3rd Fl.   

   9:00 am -  11:30 am ........... General Assembly ........................................................ Archibald ............... Rivue/3rd Fl. 

   9:00 am -  11:30 am ........... Candidates  Preparation ............................................... Willow ................... Rivue/3rd Fl. 

 11:15 am - 12:00 pm ............ Men’s Luncheon  - (Candidates) ................................. Fountain Room.......Rivue/2nd Fl. 

 11:30 am -   1:30 pm ............ Ladies Luncheon (Dressy casual) ................................ Cochran .................. Rivue/3rd Fl. 

 12:00 pm -   1:00 pm ............ Men’s Luncheon - (Others).......................................... Fountain Room.......Rivue/2nd Fl. 

 12:30 pm -   1:30 pm ............ Class Photo  ................................................................. TBA .................................... TBA 

   1:30 pm -    3:00 pm ........... Order of the Purple Cross   .......................................... Archibald ............... Rivue/3rd Fl. 

   3:30 pm -    5:00 pm ........... Honors and Awards ..................................................... Archibald ............... Rivue/3rd Fl. 

   6:00 pm -    7:00 pm ........... Social Hour .................................................................. Grand Foyer ............ Suite/2nd Fl. 

   7:00 pm -  10:00 pm   .........  Annual Grand Banquet (White coat or tuxedo) .......... Grand Ballrm. B&C ... Suite/2nd Fl. 

~ Rooms and times subject to change ~                                                                    

 Date - Time                        Event  Tower/Floor 
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      No. Requested              Total  ** Please specify if Special Dietary needs are required ________________________________ 

YORK RITE SOVEREIGN COLLEGE OF NORTH AMERICA 

58th GENERAL ASSEMBLY / LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY / JULY 30 - AUGUST 1, 2015 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Name:________________________________________________ Are you a Candidate? Yes___________ No __________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________ College No. _______ 

City: _________________________________ State/Province: _____________________ Zip/Postal Code: _____________ 

Daytime Phone: (_________)_____________________ Lady’s Name (only if attending):___________________________ 

Email: _______________________  Current Masonic Title:___________________________________________________ 

TRANSPORTATION * PLEASE LIST DATE AND TIME OF ARRIVAL / DEPARTURE 

I will be arriving by:                  Air _________                     Car _________                 Train _________           Bus ________ 

Arrival:                    Date:___________________________ Time: _____________________ AM or  PM  

                                  Carrier: ______________________________________________  Flight Number __________________ 

Departure:               Date:___________________________ Time: _____________________ AM or  PM  

                                  Carrier: _____________________________________________ Flight Number ___________________ 

Reservations with the Galt House Hotel?    Yes__    No__  Date Hotel Reservations made ________________________ 

Reservation made with another hotel?                Please note Hotel   ___________________________________________ 

ASSEMBLY AND MEAL REGISTRATION 

Men’s Registration Fee (Only Candidates are exempt) _________   x $30.00  _________ 

Thursday July 30, 2015 

 Tour:     Heaven Hill Distillery & Barton 1792 Distillery (Lunch included and must be reserved) . _________   x $60.00  _________   

 (Please mark choice of entrée)  Open Faced Roast Beef ____    Kentucky Hot Brown ____   Grilled Chicken Breast _____ 

Friday July 31, 2015 

 K.Y.C.H. Breakfast (Open to all Companion Knights  & Ladies) .................................................  _________   x $20.00  _________ 

 Men’s Luncheon ..........................................................................................................................     _________   x $28.00  _________ 

 ......... Tour:     Churchill Downs /Derby Museum & Louisville Slugger Museum (Lunch is included)     _________   x $60.00  _________ 

 Associate Regents’ Dinner (Open to all Companion Knights & Ladies ....................................  ..... _________   x $48.00  _________ 

 Ladies Entertainment (Available to all Ladies following the Dinner of Associate Regents)  ........   _________   x $  0.00  _________ 

Saturday August 1, 2015 

 Candidates’ Breakfast (Men only) ...............................................................................................  ... _________   x $20.00  _________ 

 Men’s Luncheon (Candidates only) ...............................................................................................  _________   x $30.00  _________ 

 Men’s Luncheon (Others) ..............................................................................................................  _________   x $30.00  _________ 

 Ladies’ Luncheon (Recognizing the Ladies of the 2014 OPC Candidates)  ..................................  _________   x $30.00  _________ 

 Annual Grand Banquet  ..................................................................  ..............................................  _________   x $55.00  _________ 

   

Late Registration:  $25.00 additional per person if postmarked after  June 20 (no guarantees) ....  _________   x $25.00  _________ 

                                                                                                            Total Enclosed (US  Funds Only)                       $_________ 

Make Check payable to: YRSCNA 2015 Assembly and mail to: J. William Riggs                           

  1044 Eagle Pass              Email: billriggs@hotmail.com 

 Bardstown, KY  40004-9151  Telephone:  502-348-2469 

All registration forms must be received by June 20, 2015.   No refunds after July 1, 2015 

Make hotel reservations with the Galt House Hotel (See hotel sheet for hotel info. & rates) 
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2015 CHARITABLE MEETINGS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
U.S. Charitable Fund 

 A Meeting of the U.S. Charitable Fund Trustees will be held 
on Wednesday, July 29, 2015 at the Galt House Hotel in the 
Holly Room.  A Joint Meeting between the Sovereign College 
Board of Directors and the U.S. Charitable Fund Trustees will be 
held on Thursday, July 30, 2015 at the Galt House Hotel 
immediately following the Board Meeting in the Holly Room.    

 The U.S. Charitable Fund will meet immediately following 
the General Assembly on Friday, July 31, 2015 at the Galt House 
Hotel in the Archibald Room.   

 The York Rite Sovereign College Charitable Foundation of 

.   

2015 Annual General Meeting 
and “Governor General’s Luncheon” 

Greetings. The Board of Directors of the York Rite 

The 2015 Annual General Meeting of the York Rite 

the 
Chateau Vaudreuil, 21700 Transcanadiene, Vaudreuil-Dorion, 
Quebec.

With your continued support, and that of Companion 

Cryptic Rite Charitable Foundation   $2,000.00 
Knights Templar Charitable Foundation  $1,000.00 
Grand Imperial Conclave Charitable Foundation  $1,000.00 
Canadian Museum of Fraternal Lodges  $1,000.00 
    Total  $5,000.00 

DETROIT YORK RITE COLLEGE NO. 1 
Welcomes the Sovereign College Board of Directors 

 On January 17, 2015, Detroit York Rite College No. 1, had the 
rare privilege of receiving our Governor General, Most Preeminently 
Distinguished Brother David G. Walker, along with most of the Board 
of Directors of the York Rite Sovereign College of North America and 
the Grand Governors of Michigan and Ontario.  When the idea was 
first brought to the College at their November Stated Assembly, the 
response was immediate, enthusiastic and unanimous.   Not only 
was the College honored to have such distinguished guests, it was 
extremely happy to confer the Order Knight of York before such an 
august audience. 

 The event, organized in a matter of weeks by Deputy Grand 
Governor and Arrangements Committee Chairman, Very Eminently 
Distinguished Brother Roger Sobran involved among all the routine 
matters involved in an Order Knight of York, the transportation of 
our visitors and the details of putting together the luncheon.  With 
all the details set the College was ready for their guests. 

 All the planning and work came to fruition Saturday morning 
with the Companion Knights gathering on the third floor of the 
beautiful Detroit Masonic Temple for coffee and donuts prior to the 
meeting.  As the meeting began, Right Eminently Distinguished 
Brother David W. Dossette, Grand Governor of Michigan was 
received by the Preeminent Governor of Detroit York Rite College 
No. 1.  After brief remarks the Grand Governor sent the Noble 
Marshal out to invite the Governor General into the Assembly.  The  
Governor General was received with all appropriate honors and after 
thanking the Grand Governor and the College for their efforts invited 
the College to proceed with the program for the day. 

 The Order Knight of York was conferred by the Companion 
Knights of Detroit York Rite College No. 1 in the Asylum of Detroit 
Commandery No. 1, K.T.  There could be no better place to create 
the next generation of Knights of York than in the Asylum where the 
Order was founded in 1957.  The Class, named in honor of our 
Governor General, and our distinguished guests, were universal in 
their praise of the quality of the work, and the Companion Knights of 
Detroit York Rite  College No. 1, acquitted themselves admirably not 
only in the presentation of the work to the new Companions, but as 
well in the hospitality which was extended to everyone who 
attended. 

 After the Order and the closing of the meeting, all present were 
invited to lunch with the College in the Oak Room.  The meal was 
excellent and the fellowship even more enjoyable.  As we parted 
everyone felt that they had indeed been present at, and part of, a 
unique moment in the rich history of our Order.  
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Grand Governors Workshop  
Louisville, Kentucky 

 All Grand Governors and Deputy Grand Governors are 
hereby summoned to attend this year’s Grand Governors’ 
workshop to be held on Friday, July 31st commencing at 8:00 
am. Please note the change of start time as we have a very full 
agenda this year! 

 Commencing at 8:00 am the Grand Governors and Deputy 
Grand Governors will be required to sign in, pick up their 
Grand Governor CD and other material. After a welcome and a 
few introductions there will be a didactic session on the duties 
and responsibilities expected of the Grand Governors. This will 
be followed by a College of Instruction on the second section 
of the Order. This will be exemplified by members of the 
Colleges of Kentucky under the directorship of R.E.D. Bro. 
Raleigh Foster. We will then have a decidedly new event to 
help instill some of the knowledge all Grand Governors should 
know and is entitled “Governor Jeopardy” which will, it is 
hoped, prove entertaining as well as instructive. Finally we will 
be instructed in some of the legal requirements which the 
Grand Governors need to be aware of in order to properly 
realize their duties to the Colleges. The York Rite Sovereign 
College and themselves. 

 The session will probably require the full four hours 
ending at noon and so it is imperative that you are there ON 
TIME. 

 This should prove to be one of the more interesting 
workshops held in the past few years. Looking forward to 
meeting and greeting each of you; 

  Respectfully, David P. Hardie, Chairman 

BLACKHAWK COLLEGE NO. 88 
Freeport, Illinois 

 So far it’s been a great year for Blackhawk College No. 
88!   The member are putting in overtime to help local 
chapters and blue lodges! 
 
 In October of 2014 they put on the 5th degree for a 
capitular day in DeKalb, Illinois.   
 
 Also in January 2015 they went out to help in its local 
blue lodge standard clubs, assisting the Grand Lodge 
Instructors in help giving  instruction to new Master Masons 
taking on new roles in their lodges! 
 
 We’re helping out where we can and taking on roles 
where needed!  Spreading the word about the York Rite! 
 
 Fraternally Submitted, 
                C. Mark Jacobs             
 Governor Blackhawk No. 88 

KNIGHTS OF YORK COLLEGE No. 150 
Long Beach, California 

 The members of Knights of York College No. 150 started 
the new year off with a bang by providing a degree team to 
confer the Mark Masters Degree for Long Beach Royal Arch 
Chapter No. 84.    In an effort of working together, members 
of Southern California College No. 110 assisted the degree 
team in filling in the absent positions.  Eight new members 
received the Mark Master Degree on March 4, 2015. 

 Iowa College No. 37 welcomed 27 new Companion Knights 
at the mid-winter meeting held on January 24th in Des Moines.   
 
 Shown with the class  in the front row are Berdette 
Bryngelson, Past Grand Governor; Greg Andersen, Deputy 
Grand Governor; David Dryer, Grand Governor; and Wade 
Sheeler, Preeminent Governor.  

IOWA COLLEGE NO. 37 
Ames, Iowa 
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 Thursday & Friday Tours -  LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY  

Thursday Tour * 8 am - 5 pm * $60.00 (Lunch included) 

Heritage Center at Heaven Hill Distillery & Barton 1792 Distillery 

       At Heaven Hill Distillery you will take a 1 hour tour where your Bourbon Host leads 

you through the Bourbon Heritage Center and into their theater to watch a short film about 

the history of both bourbon and Heaven Hill Distillers, Inc.  After the film you will tour 

the rickhouse  and enjoy an educational tasting of three of their nationally acclaimed 

American Whiskeys, each from a different Mashbill. 

     You will then visit the historic Talbott Tavern for 

lunch.  Y ou will need to reserve your lunch selection on 

the Registration form, your lunch selections are: 

 Open Faced Roast Beef - served with homemade mashed potatoes, brown gravy 

and home made green beans. 

 Kentucky Hot Brown - smoked turkey and cured ham on toast points, smothered in 

moray Sauce and melted cheddar cheese and topped with bacon and tomato. 

 Grilled Chicken Breast - seasoned grilled chicken breast served with homemade mashed 

potatoes, borwn gravy and home made green beans. 

 After lunch you will enjoy the Barton 1792 Distillery tour 

which is approximately 1 hour, your guide will explain the process 

from the distillery to the rickhouses and will conclude with a tasting.  After the tour there will 

be time for shopping at the Barton Gift Shop. 

 Please meet in the hotel lobby at 8:00 am for boarding, the buses will leave the hotel 

at 8:15 am and return to the hotel by 5:00 pm, cost is $60.00 and lunch is included.  Even 

though the tours are handicap accessible there is quite a bit of walking, so comfortable shoes 

are recommended. 

 

Friday Tour * 9 am - 4 pm * $60.00 (Lunch included) 
Churchill Downs/Derby Museum & Louisville Slugger Museum  

        Imagine being amidst the grandeur of Derby day, 

sipping a mint julep, women donned in elegant hats, the excitement 

building among the crowd of over 160,000 people, as the moment for 

the Run for the Roses approaches. The Kentucky Derby Museum, on 

the grounds of Churchill Downs, relives the excitement of the Derby 

every day. Begin in the oval theater watching a 360 degree film, “The 

Greatest Race,” which gives you an inside look at what goes into 

preparing for the Kentucky Derby. Browse the museum displays and participate in interactive exhibits like racing on horse 

simulators.  

 After the Derby Museum, around noon,  you will be treated to a Fish Dinner of Green River 

Style Fish, with fries, coleslaw and drink at Suburban Lodge Hall.   

 You will leave the Lodge around 1:15 pm and will visit the Louisville Slugger Museum for a 

2 hour tour.   You will tour through the factory where Louisville Slugger bats are crafted with the 

same pride that started in 1884.  You’ll learn every step in the process.  You can view the Wall of 

Signatures in our front lobby, this impressive collection of familiar and not so familiar names and 

signatures who inked contracts with Louisville Slugger is sure to stir memories of childhood 

heroes.  After the tour, you’ll receive a FREE miniature Louisville Slugger bat! 

 Please meet in the hotel lobby at 8:45  am for boarding, the buses will leave the hotel at 9:00 

am and return to the hotel by 4:00 pm. Cost is $60.00 and remember lunch is included.  Even 

though the tours are handicap accessible there is quite a bit of walking, so comfortable shoes are 

recommended. 



YORK RITE CRUSADER 

9 

This years hotel for our 58th General Assembly is the  

Galt House Hotel 

Reservations can be made by telephone or online  

Reservations:  https://resweb.passkey.com/go/YorkRite2015 or by calling the Galt House Reservations at (502) 589-
5200.  To ensure you receive the group rate, please specify that you are with the York Rite Sovereign College.  All 
Reservations must be received with a 1st night deposit or be  guaranteed by a major credit card. 

Rate: $123.00 plus applicable taxes per night (US Funds) Double or King Special room rate is available until June 27, 
2015 or until the group block is sold-out whichever comes first.)  When making reservations by phone, please mention 
York Rite Sovereign College to receive the special room rate.  The special room rate is 
available from July 25 to August 5 for those wishing to extend their stay.   

 1,300  spacious guestrooms, including 650 suites.  Guestroom amenities include 

HD Television, wakeup calls, work desk, Iron/iron board, coffee maker, and much 

more.  Hotel services include Club 360 Rooftop Fitness Center, Outdoor pool,  

Business center, Concierge, Gift Shop, Xhale Salon-Spa, and Retail Stores are just 

some of the features of this hotel. 

           Perfectly located, the Galt House is just 7 minutes from Louisville International 

Airport, walking distance to downtown attractions such as Louisville Science Center & IMAX Theatre, International History 

Museum, Louisville Glassworks and much more, and you can catch the Toonerville Trolley right in front of the Galt House 

at no cost.   

Transportation to and from Hotel:     For those who are flying to the Assembly, please utilize the Louisville 

International Airport.  Shuttle Service  is in house.   Visit the website at www.galthouseshuttle.com or contact the 

transportation desk in the Suite Tower Lobby or call (502) 561-4022.  Payment can be attached to room billing the 

cost is $15.00 one way or $25.00 for round trip.  Operation hours are 7 am to 8 pm, however arrangements can be 

made for early or late arrivals.  

 

Driving directions to the Hotel - From the South/Louisville International Airport:  Travel west on Ter minal Dr. 

Toward Administration Dr.  Merge onto 1-65 Northbound toward Downtown/Louisville/Indianapolis.  Take the Brook St. 

Exit (136B).  Go straight on S. Brook St., Turn left on E. Muhammad Ali Blvd.  Turn right onto S. Second St/KY-1020 N. 

Continue to follow S. Second St. Turn left onto W. Main St./US-60 Truck W/US-31W W. Turn right onto N. Fourth St.  

From the North:  Travelling on I-65 Southbound, merge onto I-64 W (exit 137) immediately after crossing the Kennedy 

Bridge over the Ohio River.  Take exit 5B (3rd St./River Rd) and go south on 3rd St.  Take the first right onto W. Main St.,  

Take the first right onto N. Fourth St.  From the East:  Traveling on I-64 Westbound, take exit 5B (3rd St./River Rd.) and go 

South on 3rd St., Take the first right onto W. Main St., Take the first right onto N. Fourth St.  From the West:  Traveling on 

I-64 Eastbound, take exit 4 (9th St./Roy Wilkins Ave.).  Turn left onto W. Market St., Turn left onto 4th St.  From I-71 

Southbound:  Take exit 1A to merge onto I-64 W toward St. Louis, Take exit 5B (3rd St./River Rd.) and go South on 3rd 

St.  Take the first right onto W. Main St.  Take the first right onto N. Fourth St. 

 

For those who are driving complimentary self parking  is available at our 3,200 on-site covered parking garage.  Valet 

parking is available for $18.00 a day at the front of the Suite Tower. 

Galt House 
140 N. 4th St., Louisville, KY  40202 

Telephone (502) 589-5200 

York Rite Sovereign College of North America 
July 30 - August 1, 2015 

Online Res.:  https://resweb.passkey.com/go/YorkRite2015 
Telephone Res.:  (502) 589-5200  
(mention York Rite Sovereign) 
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FUTURE GENERAL ASSEMBLIES 
OF THE SOVEREIGN COLLEGE 

July 29 - August 1, 2015  ............................ Louisville, Kentucky 
July 27-31, 2016 ........................... Vancouver, British Columbia 
August 1-5, 2018 ............................................................. Illinois 

 If you are interested in hosting the General Assembly of 
the York Rite Sovereign College, please contact the Detroit 
Office for more details. 

Attention Grand Governors & Secretaries  

 Please ensure that all Order of the Purple Cross 
Nominations are submitted on the correct form (dated at the 
bottom 2/08).  Any nominations received on the previous 
forms will be returned to the Grand Governor.  
 
 OPC Nominations will not be considered without an 
Annual Report.  All OPC Nomination Forms, Service Award 
Nominations as well as the Annual Returns are due in the 
Detroit Office by July 1, 2015. 
 
 If you have any questions, please contact the Sovereign 
College Office. 

MAYFLOWER COLLEGE No. 105 
Marlborough, Massachusetts 

 
 A significant mission of Mayflower College No. 105 is 
to bring Masonic Light and Knowledge to the Brethren and 
Companions of Massachusetts by installing many of the 
bodies. This past fall the College installed one Lodge, Nine 
Chapters, five Councils and six Commanderies.  One 
installing team doing Chapters and Commanderies 
consisted of John C. Sutterley (Past Deputy Grand 
Governor), Leon Cudworth, Jr., Leo Morin, and Bruce K. 
Pratt as Installing Masters.  David F. D’Amato (Past  Deputy 
Grand Governor), Charles R. Austin, Glen Cunningham,  
John H. Day, Jr. and William Epp were Council Installing Ill. 
Masters.   Numerous others performed as Installing 
Marshals and Chaplains.  On four evening these teams did 
Chapter, Council and Commandery where the three met 
jointly.  With the number of Masons willing and able to 
work continually decreasing, it is important to have teams 
available to perform these rituals in superb form, as has 
been done for several years. 
 
 Fraternally submitted, 
 Charles F. Davis, Jr. 
 YRSC Correspondent for Mayflower College No. 105 

 

July 31 – Aug 7, 2016 

Alaska Inside Passage Cruise  –  7 nights return Vancouver on Celebrity Cruises Infinity 

Your 2016 Host Committee has been working hard to secure some excellent 
pricing and amenities for you to enjoy post the 59th General Assembly in 
Vancouver.  What better way to finish your trip to the West Coast than the 
beautiful scenery of the Inside Passage to Alaska. Along with the comfort and 
ease of visiting multiple destinations without packing and unpacking, cruising as 
a group enhances your opportunity for 
camaraderie.   

Celebrity Infinity is a midsized ship that was state-of-art when launched in 
2001. It has since been infused with modern luxury and Celebrity’s Solstice  
Class amenities. Enjoy her familiar charms along with sophisticated new 
surroundings and even more onboard experiences to enjoy. 
Pricing available in both US and Canadian Dollars.  

For more information see links on our website at:  www.yrscna.org 

Cruise Alaska 2016 –  Join Us! 

http://www.yrscna.org
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The York Rite Sovereign College would like to congratulate  
the following 26 Brethren that have completed the five exams  

of our Education Program during the current year of 
September 2014 to present and therefore have been  

awarded the honorific title and certificate of a  
“Companion Adept of the Temple” 

 
 Nicholas Auck .......................................................... Louisiana 

 Bradley E. Brown ................................................... Minnesota 

 William J. Brown ..................................................... Kentucky 

 Joseph E. Byrd ....................................................... Tennessee 

 John R. Carter .......................................................... California 

 Christopher E. Chapman ............................................ Georgia 

 Jeremy M. Christensen ...................................North Carolina 

 James M. Crawford .................................................... Indiana 

 Jerry A. Haywood ........................................................ Florida 

 Larry D. Horath .................................................. Pennsylvania 

 Justin M. Huggins .................................................. Tennessee 

 Casey M. Latham ..................................................... California 

 Ralph J. Luchsinger, II ............................................ Minnesota 

 Alan MacKenzie ..................................................... Minnesota 

 Matthew J. McColm ............................................ Connecticut 

 George L. Marshall, Jr. ............................................. Alabama 

 Patrick C. Murphrey ................................................... Virginia 

 Arthur Nifong, Jr. ............................................................ Utah 

 John C. Piland ................................................................ Texas 

 Ryan S. Regnier ..................................................... Minnesota 

 Mark T. Schmidt ....................................................... Missouri 

 Charles L. Schubert ................................................. California 

 Michael Sekera ........................................................ California 

 Dan Smothers ........................................................... Missouri 

 Alan T. Spreen ..................................................... Washington 

 Stanley C. Wyllie............................................................. Ohio 

 They join the already 30 Companion Adept of the Temple 
holders  who have completed the program thus far.  As of 
April 24, 2015 the York Rite Sovereign College has 633 
Brethren participating in this program.   

Companion Adept Program 

If you are interested in the Sovereign College’s  

new Education Program entitled  

Companion Adept of the Temple, 

Please note that complete information and the 

enrollment form can now be found on our  

website at  www.yrscna.org 

Or you can contact the Detroit Office at 

yrsc_na@yahoo.com / Telephone (313) 833-1385 

MARVIN l. ISLEY COLLEGE NO. 129 
Fairland, Indiana 

 Marvin L. Isley College College No. 129 conferred the 
Order Knight of York at its Annual Assembly, March 21, 2015  
at Sugar Creek Lodge in Fairland, IN.  
 
 Installation of officers followed after a great dinner 
prepared by the S.O.O.B. 
 
 Pictured Left to Right - Front Row:, David Willoughby, 
Candidate Jack Moorman, Brian Lewis, Preeminent Governor 
James  R.  Adamson, Sr., Michael Smith, candidate Jeffrey 
Ping.  Second Row: Gary Nicholson, Don Olvey, Grand 
Governor, W. Kris Phillips, Jack Wallace, Gary Wyne, Mark 
Baker, Randy  Seipel, back row,  Deputy Grand Governor  
Robert  Frazer. 
 
 
 

 Pictured above: Preeminent Governor Carl Culmann, (on 
the right), Right Eminently Distinguished   Grand Governor W. 
Kris Phillips (on the left) presented to Duane Stucker, OPC, a 
Certificate of Appreciation for  his 33 years of devotion to the 
College and to York Rite Freemasonry.  Companion Knight 
Stucker stepped down as Treasurer at the Annual Assembly of 
Marvin L. Isley York Rite College No. 129. 
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   A FEW REMINDERS FOR ALL 
    COLLEGE SECRETARIES & GOVERNORS...  

 

 If your college receives any type of notice from 
the IRS, please send it directly to the Sovereign 
College Office.  The Auditor for the York Rite 
Sovereign College prepares the 990 for all the 
Constituent Colleges - PLEASE DO NOT FILE A 990 
FOR YOUR COLLEGE. 

 When submitting an article or photo for the 
Crusader, this can be done thru email or regular 
mail.  Do not submit photos which have been 
reproduced on a copy machine or send photos via 
fax.  The picture is distorted and will not print 
correctly. 

 Orders can be sent to the Sovereign College thru 
email, fax, or regular mail.  We ask that members  
contact the Secretary of your college to place an 
order.  Please remember, due to the preparation for 
the General Assembly, all orders and Gold Honour 
Award Nominations will be filled in date order, if 
time permits, between June 1 - August 1, 2015. 

 All By-law amendments, must be submitted on 
the proper forms and include the signature 
(approval) of the Grand Governor of the Jurisdiction.  
If the amendment is not on the proper form and 
does not have the approval of the Grand Governor it 
will be returned to the college. 

MEMO TO GRAND GOVERNORS  
 

 As Grand Governor, you are an essential 
member of the Committee of the ‘Study of the 
Condition of the York Rite Sovereign College’.  The 
Chairman, R.E.D. Bro. David Hardie carefully reviews 
your visitation reports, and your annual reports to 
formulate his overview. 

 Please ensure that you have filled out and sent a 
copy of your Grand Governor Visitation Report  on 
each College in your jurisdiction and forwarded it 
directly to David P. Hardie, 328 Brewery Ln., Orillia, 
ON  L3V 7H6  as well as to the Detroit office, along 
with your written Annual Report, which will be 
printed in the proceedings.  IT IS OF SIGNIFICANT 
IMPORTANCE to all of us that your report be 
completed and submitted to the Detroit office on or 
before June 1st. 

 Nominations for the Order of the Purple Cross 
Class of 2016, Secretary General’s Award and the 
Sovereign College Service Award must be in the 
Detroit Office by July 1, 2015, accompanied with 
complete justification for all nominations. 

 Please review Section 6 of the Regulations for 
the Government of the York Rite Sovereign College 
of North America in its entirety (pages 16, 17 & 18).  
ALSO, instruct your College Secretaries to forward 
you a copy of their annual returns, financial report 
and activities report at the same time they send it to 
the Detroit office (Section 110, page 33).  This will 
eliminate incomplete, late or missing reports and 
avoid disappointment of a deserving Companion 
Knight. 


